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Percocet is a prescription pain medication used to manage moderate to severe pain. It is a
combination of oxycodone, a powerful opioid, and acetaminophen, a non-opioid pain reliever. This
combination allows Percocet to reduce pain effectively while providing additional relief through
acetaminophen’s analgesic properties.

Percocet works by binding to opioid receptors in the brain and spinal cord, reducing the perception
of pain and altering the way the nervous system responds to discomfort. The addition of
acetaminophen enhances pain relief without requiring higher opioid doses, which can help reduce
the risk of opioid-related side effects when used responsibly.
The medication is typically prescribed after surgery, injury, or for certain chronic pain conditions.
Doctors determine the correct dosage based on pain severity, patient health, and prior use of
opioids. Immediate-release Percocet tablets provide rapid relief, making them suitable for acute
pain episodes.

Common side effects include drowsiness, dizziness, constipation, nausea, and mild itching. Because
Percocet contains oxycodone, it carries a risk of dependence, misuse, or overdose if not used
according to prescription instructions. Patients should avoid alcohol or other medications that
depress the central nervous system while taking Percocet to prevent dangerous interactions.
When used responsibly under medical supervision, Percocet can provide effective pain relief,
improve mobility, and allow patients to focus on recovery from injury or surgery. It is an essential
tool for managing moderate to severe pain safely and effectively when proper guidelines are
followed.
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